
Message of the Universal Esperanto Association on the 

occasion of the International Day of Peace, 21 September 

2026 

The International Day of Peace reminds us of our collective 

commitment to non-violence, to cooperation, and to the 

building of more just and equal societies. Peace is built through international 

agreements, but also in schoolrooms, communities, families, workplaces.... 

Peacebuilding begins in open dialogue to create trust and to establish principles 

of justice leading to the re-establishment of peace and the rebuilding of what has 

been destroyed. It also means seeking a common base from which to address 

common problems. Through dialogue, if we so wish, we can change differences 

into collaboration, and tension into confidence. 

To achieve this goal, the linguistic dimension is very important. In true dialogue, 

all parties are heard, recognised and understood, regardless of prestige or power 

or native language. Guaranteeing that people can express themselves, learn, 

participate in public life, and preserve their languages and traditions – this is to 

recognise human dignity and the right to be part of the collective construction of 

society. 

As early as 1908, the Universal Esperanto Association has been working, through 

the unifying means of the International Language Esperanto, to build peace, 

bringing people from the whole world together in a strong sense of solidarity and 

mutual understanding. Meeting at the 111th Universal Congress of Esperanto, 

which took place from August 1 to August 8, 2026, in Graz, Austria, the 

Esperantists, in their final resolution, decried “the current tendency to repolarize 

the world into zones of influence which favour lies, intimidation, and the resolution 

of imbalance through force and war, instead of through dialogue and respect for 

international law.” 

The congress participants also expressed their support for “the central role of the 

United Nations in coordinating international cooperation for sustainable 

development” and urged its member-states “to provide it with the means, 

competencies and political support necessary to fulfil this role effectively.” 

Inspired by the Esperanto ideal of bringing peoples and individuals together in 

direct dialogue, we will work, in partnership with the United Nations and 

UNESCO, to build a lasting peace among all the world’s people. 


