Message of the Universal Esperanto Association on

‘ . the occasion of the International Day of Hope, 12 July
2026

established to remind the world community that the United Nations was founded in

In 2025, for the first time, the United Nations celebrated 12 July
as the International Day of Hope. This special day was

1945 in a spirit of optimism following the devastation of the Second World War and
with the hope that never again would humanity allow itself to be overtaken by such
hatred and cruelty and human suffering. That fervent belief in peace lay behind the
United Nations Charter of 1945 and was embodied in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (1948).

In its statutes, the Universal Esperanto Association declares respect for human rights a
necessary condition for its work. The International Language Esperanto carries in its
very name the idea of hope. Ludvik Zamenhof, the founder of the language, called

n u

himself “Esper-anto” “one who hopes” and went on to inspire a community of
speakers that today has members in most parts of the world. It works to promote
mutual understanding based on equity, to encourage community engagement for the
common good, and to create a culture of peace in a world increasingly beset by

hostility and misunderstanding.

In these uncertain times, we encourage all people of good will, and particularly the
Esperanto community, to come together around dialogue, community action, and
engagement with the world, in hope and action for a better, more peaceful, and more
understanding world community.



