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Braille Day 2026 

 
January 4 is World Braille Day. Declared by the United 

Nations General Assembly in 2018, World Braille Day 

celebrates the life of Louis Braille (1809-1852),a French 

educator and the inventor of a tactile reading and writing 

system named after him, intended for use by the blind.He 

presented his work to his peers for the first time in 1824, 

when he was fifteen years old. 

 

The International Language Esperanto was founded in 

1887. As early as 1904, Professor Théophile Cart, working 

with the school for the blind in Lausanne, Switzerland, 

adapted braille for use with Esperanto, and, from as early 

as the beginning of world Esperanto congresses in 1905, 

blind people have played a prominent part in the 

dissemination and use of the International Language Esperanto,  organizing congresses and 

conferences in all parts of the world and attending World Congresses of Esperanto. 

 

The Esperanto Dissemination Group (DGE) is an organization working in the blind community in 

Japan. It is currently celebrating a new volume on Louis Braille in Esperanto by blind Esperanto 

speaker Kozawa Mami. The book is available in Braille and stored at the following site: 

https://www.jei.or.jp/brajloj/brl.htm 

 

DGE was inspired by World Braille Day to continue its work among blind Esperanto-speakers 

and to engage the Universal Esperanto Association in recognizing this important UN day. 
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