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Human Rights Day and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

Human Rights Dayis observed annually around the world on 10 December. It
commemorates the anniversary of one of the world's most groundbreaking global
pledges: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). This landmark document
enshrines the inalienable rights that everyone is entitled to as a human being -
regardless of race, colour, religion, sex, language, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status.

The Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on
10 December 1948 and sets out, for the first time, fundamental human rights to be
universally protected.

As a “common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations”, the UDHR is a
global blueprint for international, national, and local laws and policies and a bedrock of
the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development.

It is available in 577 languages, from Abkhaz to Zulu, making the UDHR the most
translated document in the world.

In its fifth paragraph, the Constitution of the Universal Esperanto Association states
that: “Good international relations and respect for human rights as they are defined in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other internationally recognised legal
instruments are, for the work of UEA, essential conditions.”

As an organization in consultative relations with the United Nations Economic and
Social Council, UEA is strongly committed to the UN’s efforts on behalf of human
rights, including the right to one’s own language and freedom from discrimination.

Accordingly, we make the following statement on the occasion of Human Rights Day
2025.


https://www.ohchr.org/en/about-us/human-rights-day
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/human-rights/universal-declaration/universal-declaration-human-rights/about-universal-declaration-human-rights-translation-project
https://www.ohchr.org/en/human-rights/universal-declaration/universal-declaration-human-rights/about-universal-declaration-human-rights-translation-project
https://www.ohchr.org/en/human-rights/universal-declaration/universal-declaration-human-rights/about-universal-declaration-human-rights-translation-project

Message of the Universal Esperanto

Association on the occasion of International
Human Rights Day, 10 December 2025

Linguistic Human Rights: an everyday necessity

According to the Constitution of the Universal Esperanto Association, “Good international
relations and respect for human rights, as they are defined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other internationally recognised instruments, are essential conditions for the
work of UEA.”

We call on the UN to firmly defend the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and continue to
work for its full realisation.

The idea of human rights is the most powerful and capable means of leading us to a reality in
which all people are respected and are able to fulfil their common and personal goals in life.
Therefore, we constantly and collectively reassert, as stated in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, our firm belief in the dignity and value of the human personality and in the equal
rights of all “without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political
or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”

Human rights are an everyday necessity. As the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr.
Volker Turk, states: "We must reconnect with human rights, remembering that they are about
people — about their needs, wants and fears, as well as their hopes and aspirations.”

Human rights are the food that we eat, the air that we breathe, the words that we speak, the
possibilities that we realise, and the protections that keep us secure. They are the common
ground that unites us in diversity, the foundation of our life, the guide for decisions that affect us
all.

We draw particular attention to linguistic human rights, not least because they are an everyday
matter — everything from intimate conversation to public debate. We must combat linguistic
discrimination. Everyone has a right to participate in language communities, to use, protect and
advance their language. Likewise, everyone has a right to be multilingual and to communicate
with multiple language communities.

Every language is a collective reality, expressing identity and specific ways of perceiving and
describing reality. This is so of all languages, whether of communities or groups or regions or
the entire globe. In a multilingual world, we must have multilingual human rights, so that we can
hear, respect and collaborate with one another in a spirit of non-discrimination.

The Universal Esperanto Association calls on speakers and supporters of the International
language Esperanto around the world to respect and take action for human rights, and to
pursue solidarity, understanding and esteem for other peoples. Let us - individuals,
communities, peoples — unite for human rights, justice and equality. And let us encourage our
governments, opinion leaders, and ordinary people, to do the same.



